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so played before a plain curtain, or an object so placed, is
seen not in terms of some partial - or usually some utterly
^.hen and cheaply undignified- context, but sub specie aeter-
mtatis That is why, to the trained eye, things in front of a
plain black, or other reasonably dark, curtain are at once
so deeply significant
A certain dignity and richness of set is needed for all
plays aiming at any kind of intellectual importance 01
spiritual profundity Recently I saw O'Casey's The Plough
and the Stars done with very cheap-looking realistic slum
scenes Walls trembled, colours were non-significant all
cardboard and paper in the worst traditions of the last cen-
tury It was utterly wrong A degree of solidity, formalism,
And rich though simple colouring is needed even here just
as, however low the character an actor represents, there are
certain ugly, because non-significant, postures and move-
ments to be avoided Especially in Shakespeare the spatial
element of production has a precise and particular duty to
subserve the rich quality and complex inward significances
of Shakespeare's text, to help body forth the concrete nature
of poetic, that is of real as opposed to realistic, drama,
something more, not Jess, solid and dimensional than what
you find in lesser plays
Then, you will say, we should arrange some elaborately
^ymbolical modernistic set ? But such a set striking the i ight
- or, more often, the wrong - note of the play may often
likewise be highly dangerous Such are nearly always de-
signed by artists who are not deeply and lovingly versed in
Shakespeare's peculiar symbolisms They are often mainly
angular, with cubes and steps and tiers and levels out of all
proportion to the action, whereas a Shakespearian play is
noimally composed rather of rhythm, curvature, and gra-
dation Indeed, whatever sort of artistic setting you have,
there is danger the moment it becomes an art-foim in itself
A stage set should not make a pretty picture of its own
The empty stage should look formal and pleasing,, but
Should seem to be waiting for the action to complete it it